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Drugs Policy


Introduction
Cumber Claudy Primary School believes that the misuse of drugs endangers not only our pupils but also affects the wider community in which we live.  It is the school’s responsibility to ensure the child’s health and safety while in our care and we also strive to promote their personal and social wellbeing.  Drug misuse undermines this and hinders the development of the young person.

The policy provides a focus for the school to consider how drugs education should be implemented and developed within the curriculum, and outlines the roles, responsibilities and legal duties of key staff.  The policy forms an integral part of our existing health education and PDMU programme and the drug education programme complements this.

Rationale
Cumber Claudy Primary School recognises that young people in today’s society are exposed to the risks associated with the drug culture which exists.  The school wishes to promote the development of the ‘whole person’ which encompasses physical, mental, emotional, social and environmental health; by equipping pupils with the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values to handle their lives effectively in the present and prepare them for adulthood.

Drugs education should therefore form an integral part of the school curriculum.

The Range of Substances
The school’s policy on drugs education covers any substance under the DENI definition:

‘A drug is any substance which, when taken, has the effect of altering the way a person behaves, feels sees or thinks.  For the purposes of this policy drugs include:
· Alcohol and tobacco

· ‘over the counter’ medicines such as paracetamol for headaches

· Prescribed drugs, such as antibiotics and tranquilisers

· Volatile substances such as glues and aerosols

· Illegal drugs such as cannabis, LSD and ecstasy
Procedures for handling alcohol and tobacco misuse are outlined in appendix 1 and procedures for handling prescribed medicines and volatile substances are also outlined in Appendix 1 and are in the school Health and Safety Policy.  This policy complements these policies and also the Child Protection and Pastoral Care Policies.  It does not exist in isolation.
Procedures for Handling and Reporting Incidents

A suspected drug related incident is described as

· Suspect drugs found on the school premises

· A pupil suspected of being in possession of drugs

· A pupil found to be in possession of drugs

· A pupil suspected of being under the influence of drugs

When an incident occurs the member of staff involved should:

· Make the situation safe

· Send for support

· Administer first aid if necessary

· If an illegal drug is found it should be secured in a safe place until dealt with by the police

· Report the incident

The incident will be in the first instance reported to the designated teacher and then to the Principal, who will contact the juvenile liaison officer from the police in this area.  The parents will also be contacted and made aware of the situation. The incident will be recorded by the teacher involved and by the designated teacher.  A ‘record of action’ form will be filled out.  One copy will be sent to the WELB designated officer for Drug Education and a copy will be retained for the school’s confidential file.  The Board of Governors will also be informed.

All staff are made aware of the procedure, which follow the guidelines issued by The Department of Education 1996 in the document “Guidelines and Handling Suspected Incidents of Drug Misuse on School Premises”.  This is outlines in Appendix 2 of this policy.
School staff are not permitted to search pupils’ clothing or possessions.  However, it is acceptable to ask the pupil to empty pockets and school bags.

Procedures Relating to Discipline and Counselling

Procedures should be carried out in line with the Discipline Policy.

Emergency Procedures

For the purposes of this policy, an emergency is considered to be either:

A situation in which a pupil or staff member is in danger or

A sequence of events which require urgent attention

A flow chart for dealing with emergencies is contained in Appendix 3 of this policy

Confidentiality
The spirit of confidentiality is of primary importance to those who work professionally with young people in a trusting and secure environment.  However, the legal requirements of drug legislation will mean that in certain circumstances there will be a change in the convention of confidentiality.  The Children (Northern Ireland) Order (1995) makes it clear that the welfare fo the young person is paramount and therefore confidentiality must be included.

Dealing with the Media

If the school receives an enquiry from the media, the caller should be referred only to the Principal.  When responding to the media, the privacy of the pupil should be respected, they are only to give short, factual statements, and the concluding statement should be positive, and reassuring.  No further comments should be given.
The Place of Drugs Education Within the Curriculum

Drug education should not be seen as a one-off topic but as a continuous process which involves the development of skills and attitudes enabling pupils to make informed choices.  Effective drug education should take account of not only the individual, but also the family, their peer groups, and the wider community.  Where possible, the school promotes the partnership between the parent and child, when addressing drug issues.

At Cumber Claudy Primary School the aim of drug education is to provide opportunities for pupils to develop their knowledge understanding and skills and attitudes about drugs and appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, relating this to their own and others’ actions.

KS1 pupils learn about being safe with medicines and household substances and the basic skills for making healthy choices and following safety rules.

KS2 pupils learn about the effects and risks of alcohol, tobacco, volatile substances and illegal drugs and basic skills for managing risky situations.  They learn how to make informed choices about their health, how to resist pressure to do wrong, and to take more responsibility for their actions.

The approach to drugs and any information about drugs is delivered sensitively in a holistic manner through the PSHE curriculum and other related school policies.

The Aims and Objectives of the Drugs Education Programme
The school’s drugs education programme is grounded in the following aims and objectives:

Aims
· To promote positive attitudes towards personal health

· To develop self-discipline and self-respect

· To build pupils’ self esteem

· To develop decision-making skills which may delay or prevent the onset of experimentation

· To inform pupils of the effects of drug abuse, and the risks involved

· To help pupils to understand how they can influence their peers

· To develop knowledge and understanding of themselves and others as individuals

Objectives

Drugs Education should  enable pupils to develop a knowledge and understanding about drugs and drug issues, as well as the skills needed to cope with challenges they will encounter.

Pupils should be able to:

· Understand their own personality, needs, abilities and interests

· Understand the process of reasoning required to make informed choices

· Explore their own attitudes towards drugs and drug issues

· Develop coping strategies to deal with peer pressure

· Develop a competence in challenging attitudes and patterns of behaviour associated with drug misuse

· Develop self-discipline understand what is meant by ‘ad drug’ and the definition of ‘addiction’

· Understand how some drugs affect the body

· Be aware of the benefits of healthy lifestyles

· Recognise potential drug exploitation and how to take avoiding actions

· Be aware of the current drug culture and the effect of advertising campaigns

These objectives are closely linked with our school policy on pastoral care and they should not be seenin isolation.

The delivery and Organisation of the Drugs Education Programme
Drugs Education is a whole staff issue.  Cumber Claudy Primary School ensures that staff are regularly updated with changes in the curriculum and changes to the policy, which have an effect on their delivery of the curriculum.

The Health Education Co-ordinator oversees the programme and the programme of study for each year is followed.  It is the responsibility of the classroom teacher to include drugs education in other subject areas if it forms part of the Northern Ireland Curriculum, and to spend an adequate amount of time delivering drugs education.
Outside Agencies

Mr Roy Warke (Hope North West)

Links with Parents, the Community and the Police
Parents play a vital role in the prevention of drug misuse.  They should be involved in the drug education programme.  Parents are encouraged to play an active role in homework tasks, and discuss drug issues with their child whenever possible.  Parents are also aware of the school’s procedures for dealing with drug related incidents.  If a drug related incident is reported, it will be dealt with in a professional and discrete manner, and in keeping the best interests of the child concerned in mind.  Juvenile liaison officers may be contacted for advice and support when it is needed.
The Role of the Drugs Education Co-0rdinator
Mrs M Smallwood is the member of staff responsible for co-ordinating all issues pertaining to drugs education programmes within the school.  Her role includes:

· Ensuring that the programme of study is being taught effectively

· Liaising with all staff on drug education matters, for curriculum purposes

· Liaising with outside agencies for curriculum purposes

The Role of the Designated Teacher for Drug Related Incidents

Mrs M Smyth is responsible for the co-ordination of the arrangements to deal with individual cases of suspected or actual drug misuse.  Her role includes:

· Implementing procedures as outlined in this policy for dealing with an incident

· Receiving any substance found in school

· Regularly updating staff on the policy and the procedures for dealing with a drug related incident

· The induction of new staff as appropriate

· Liaison with the drug education co-ordinator and staff who have responsibility for pastoral care and delivery of the drug education programme

· Liaison with outside agencies in relation to drug related incidents

· Reviewing and updating the school drug policy, when required

Monitoring and Evaluating

The school drug education policy is periodically reviewed to reflect changing circumstances and trends in drugs use.  The programmes of study for drug education are continually reviewed and nay changes deemed necessary are implemented.

The policy is on the agenda of staff meetings when necessary and all new staff are familiarised with it.

The policy is available to parents if they request it.

The policy can also be access from the school website.

APPENDIX 1
Procedures for Handling Tobacco Misuse

The school is a restricted environment with no one being permitted smoke on the school premises.  Adults breaking this rule will be advise by other members of staff.

Pupils breaking this rule will be dealt with under the school’s discipline policy.

The Management of Prescribed Medicines

At the start of the school year, parents must complete a medical form indicating any medical illness their child has. The parent is also advised that the school will not, as a matter of course administer medicine to a pupil.  If an emergency arises, the parent will be contacted and permission sought if necessary.
If a pupil needs to bring a prescribed medicine into school, the following guidelines must be adhere to:

· A letter from the parent explaining the nature of the illness and the dosage required must be sent with the pupil

· The pupil must immediately give the medicine to their class teacher

· The class teacher must store the medicine in a secure space and ensure that only the pupil for whom the medicine is prescribed takes the medicine

· A log book should be kept within each classroom of medicines administered.(See appendix)

The Management of Solvents

Pupils are not permitted bring solvents to school.  The cleaners and caretakers should also ensure that their stores are locked when not in use and that solvents are held in a secure place.
Appendix 2 – Handling Incidents

Action to be taken in the event of a suspected incident of drug misuse.
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If problem not urgent, discuss with designated teacher after the incident





Teacher assesses situation and decides action, if urgent





If a substance is found it should be retained an given to principal until police can be informed





Secure first aid and call ambulance if necessary





Make situation safe for all pupils





TEACHER’S ACTION





Inform Principal











Later:


Write a report of the incident





Review procedure and alter if necessary





Invokes disciplinary procedures (if appropriate)


Pupil’s needs assessed and appropriate support given








Principal decides action and informs:


Police


Parents


Board of Governor


Specialist drugs support agency as appropriate





Principal’s Action
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